Long-term survival after bronchial sleeve resections.
Between February 1990 and February 2000, 53 anatomical pulmonary tissue resections with sleeve bronchial resections have been performed in the Department of Thoracic Surgery of Medical University of Lublin. The aim of the present study was the evaluation of long-term results of operative treatment. Most of the cases (86.8%) were patients with non-small cell lung cancer. Three perioperative deaths (5.7%) were recorded. The mean time of survival for all patients was 45.6 months and for NSCLC patients was 41.2 months. The cumulative 5 years' survival rate in cancer patients was 38.6%. Preoperative performance status, presence of N2 and non-radical resection have been recognised as significant prognostic factors in cancer patients. In our opinion, in view of comparable efficacy, low morbidity, mortality and functional benefits pulmonary sleeve resections should be considered in every patient with favourable anatomical and functional conditions.